Crosslinking of uteroglobin by transglutaminase.
Uteroglobin, a progesterone induced, pregnancy related protein, can be incorporated into higher molecular weight proteins by human placental Factor XIIIa. This process is time dependent, requires CaCl2 and can be inhibited by the addition of polylysine, dansylcadavarine or histamine. Crosslinking of uteroglobin into higher molecular weight proteins can also be brought about by guinea pig liver transglutaminase. Such a process may be involved in the modification of epididymal spermatozoa to suppress their antigenicity.